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Ermmerms

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

50X1-HUM

Introduction

L. In September 1950 three members of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Croatia, Rade Zigle, Dusan Bmi.c, Stanko Canica-Opacic, and a
carbaln Bogoljub Rapajic, editor of Srpska Rijec, were arrested by the
poliee, charged with pro-Cominform activities and economic sabotage and
expelled from the Communist Party of Croatia.

2. Rade Zigic was a member of the Politburo of the Centrsl Conmittee of the

Tugoslav Comnunist Party and of Croatia. he Joined U th@ 50X1-HUM

Comnunist Party at an early age before the war,,

[ Duz'ing
%he war he fiiled various pclitical appointments, ending up as Polﬁ‘if-a,:
Commissar of the Second Yungoslav Army. After the war, he was appointed
Minister of Heavy Industries in the Republic of Croatia. During the re-
organization of industry and administration which was initiatad in Croatia
in 1950, he was appointed Fresident of the Council of Industry.

50X1-HUM

%« Dusan Brkis, | was a member cf the Politburs of the Central
Committee of the Yugoslav Communist Party and of the Communist Party of
Croatia. A lawyer by profesaion, he filled during the war various politieal
and military appointments in Slavonia. After the wap, he became ¥Mindister
of Justice of the Republic of Croatia, and later Vice President of Groatia
and President of the Legz slative Council. Prior to the reorganization of
Croatian industry in 1950 and the creation of a Croatian Council of Industizy,
Britic, in his capacity as Vies Presldent of Croatia, was responsible for
industrial policy in Creatia.

50X1-HUM

b, %amx:o Canica: -Opacic was a member of the Central Committee of the Communist
aity of Crosgiia. | \
\ \
4
He joined the Partisane in 1941 and zf%er the war becsme Minister of
Building and later Minister of Forests and the Timber Industry in Croatia.

htat
-]

worked as a Journelist in Zagreb before the war., After the war, he became
secretary of the Serb Club in Zagreb and editor of Srpska Rijec publishad
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. Although, through the agency of the cell comrittees, the mewbers of the
cowmnung §% Party of Croatis had been warned belorehand to prapare the

wklir for the jupending expmlsion feam the Farty of tre above-named men,
e warTing cane boo late and the public was taken completely by surprise.

too Cass against iigic and his Associates
{. Tie case of the Comaunist Party of Croatia against Zigie, Brkie and Canica-
macic may »e considered as follows:

i- Tha®t they were Cominformisis in that they praised Stalin and the
USSR after the Cominform resolution against the Yugoslav Comunist
Party,

“.  That, as Cominformisits, they had atteapted to sabotage Croatiats
SO0N0BY .

That, as Couwinformists, they had attempted to destroy the urdty of
Yhe Communist Party of Oroatia and the fagoslav Communist Party by
purguing a policy of Jerb chauvinism,

4. In a spwech to the Croatian parliament on 11 September 1950; Bakaris,
i #imister of Croatia, claimed that “igic and his associates had
c the Cominform reseluiion against the Yugoslav Comaunist Farty
@ tt had been passed in 1948, and that proof of this lay in a

*

~igly made in November I9L9 at the Zagreb theater before a gathering
a7 the Party hierarehy in honor of the Octeber Rewalution. In this speech,
rde at a2 time when the Tito-Cominferm guarrel was at its height, he went
st of his way to praise the USSR and hail Stalin as an "infallible pewins. ™

apsech

Ga | \ 50X1-HUM
fdakaric saapected Zipic and his associates of pro-Cominform leanings leng

tefora Zigis's panegyric of Stalin in November 5h9. as a matter of fact,

“igle was cnosen to speak in honor of the October Revolufiion with the

axpress purpvose of finding out exaetly what he thought of Stalin and

Healinism.

10.  another fact which finally persuaded Bakaric that Zigic and his associates
wera in symoathy with the USSR and Stalir was their attitude toward the
Rorean war. Heportedly, Bakarie had found out that Zigic and his associates
iad confided to their mast intimate Triends that they were opposed to
Tugosiavials policy on the Korean problem; that they approvad Gromykois
declaratron of pelicy and Russia’s obstructionist tactics in the UN; that

they considzrad North Korea's attack on South Xorea as onc of the main

moves Lo drive capitalist-imperialisa out of Asia ; that they were con-
rinced that Russia would liberate burcpe afier she had dealt witn Asla,
and that they regarded the Red Army as the most powerful in the warid,

anarmy which could beat the Yugoslay Army and conquer Yigoslavia in a

few days.

bt
et

in his speecn at an extraordinary meeting of the Central Committee of

whg Communist Party of Croatia, held on 10 September 1950, Bakaric
tuseribed how Zigie and Brkie had atlempted to sabotage Croatia’s eCOnomY.
Yo gave delolle of hew Zigie had defied the orders of the Federal Planning
CGemmission %o corcentrate the resources of the Republic in building up

tlie heavy industries and had, instead, perwitted the Republic's raw
mrteriais and resources to be squardered not cnly on building up

~ooal indusuries of secondary importance, particularly in the Sero distriects
of Croatia, out also on manufacturing @ality goods in small quantities
tnstead of cheap goods in large quantities. As a result of this poliey
rrogress on the heavy industries in Croatia had been very seriously
hampersd amcd in Croatia there was a greater shortage of consumer goods than
in any other republic of the FNRJ. Thus, for example, work on the Vinodol
power gtation and the Sisak steel plant was very much behind schedule, and
preat difCi~ulty had bean found in redesnirg the covpons given to peasante
noexcoange for Tood whisn persit them to buy mamfsctured zoods a% greally
Feiuced pricas,

12, ¥n addition. Zigic had deceived Boris Kidric and the Federal Planning
Commission. In April and May 1950, Belgrade issued orders o &ll the
Pepublice to suspend work on all industrial projects except major ones of
Federal imporiance. At \‘:.jhi,- simeAtime_ae_ JMdrie invited Zigic to Belgrads
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and asked nim to explain why the general level of industrial production
‘in Creatia was so low and why progress in the heavy industries was so
slow. Insuead of telling the truta and admitting that he had dis=
tributed Croatia's raw materials se badly, Zigic placed the whole blame
for the sevious state of Croatia’y economy on an overall shortage of raw
materials and skilled labor. He iinted that if Kidric and Titoc pgave up
some of vheir *grandicse” ideas about building new heavy industries,
Yagoslavia's economy, and troatia’s in particular, would soon impreve.

Zigic had consistently opposed Yujoslavia's export policy which provided
for the export of goods, piwrticuluwly timber, at a price well below
production cost. Quite obviously, Zigic did not realize - or did not
want to realizs - that Tezoslaviz had to export at competitive prices
i.f she was in import the capital squipment she needed for the Five Year
Plan. Zigieis attitude vas mere.y another sign of his opposition to the
Five Tear Plan and to th: bullding up of hsavy industries in Tugoslavia.

For esonomic, political and natiomal reasons, the Yugoslav Communist
Party pag always sought to prescive friendly relations between the
various naziomal groups in Yugos.avia. It was this policy which very

L Ly contributed to the svaece:s of the Partisan movement during the war
wnd which brought the Ingoslav Communist Party to power,

The Centra. Comnittes of the Turnsiav Comnunist Party is very conscious
of the fact that any alttempt ‘o reviwve the latent hatred that exists be-
iween Lhe Carbeg and Croats may 31l have a disastrous effect on the
~glations bebween the Comnunis ’‘arty of Croatia and that of Serbis,
s lead to the disintegratic: o the Yugoslav Commundst Party and,
i1, may tempt many asmhers of ths Communist Party of Serbia to

& from Serbia®s tradilional ally, Russiz, or, in other words,
to turn *ewaruc the USSH and the Cominform. For these reasons Tito hag
consistentiy emphasized thai any attempt ©> stir up hatred between ons
mational group and another uill be ruthleszly supyressed.

The hi sLorY of Tito's fight sgainst Zigic's Serb chauvinist tendencies
goes back %o 1211, if not e:rlier. In 1941, Rade Koncar, the Political
Segeretary of the Communist arty of Croatia was ghot by the Italians ab
Hibenik and was succeedad b/ the Organization Secretary of the Party,
Andrija Hebrang. Later, ir the same year, Hebrang called & meeting of the
tentral Gomuittee of the (.amunist Party of Croatia at Liks which Zigic
ittended. The meeling wa: mavked by a very viclent quuarrel between Hebrang
and Zigis waich clearly revealed that they represented respectively the
sroat and Serbk chauwvinds' wings of the Comaunist Party of Croatia.
Hebrang accused the Serks in Croatia of collaborating with the Cetniks and
letting down lhe Pariis:1 movement, and Zigic accused Hebrang of throwing
Gerbs into %ne arms of 1ie Ceiniks by pursuing a policy of outragecus Croat
chanvinisr, The result of this quarrel was that the Partisan nmovement
stagnates, so much so tixb Tiko published an cpen letter in which he con-
demned the chauvinist texdencies in the Comaunist Party of Croatia ss being
respensible for the peor progress of the Partisan movement in Croatia.
The situvation changed tul 1ittle until Hebrang was arrested by the Ustashe
iu Bagreb in the first 121f of 1942, end Bakaric succeeded him as secretary
of the Ceniral Committe: of the Commun’st Party of Croatia. Bakaric
admondished 7igle, aband.ned the chauvivist policy pursued by Hebrang, and,
”‘-y workang for iriendly relations betwean the Croals and Serbs, succeeded
in developing the Partisan movement into a very powerful political and
i litary farce.

Because Bakaric was w:ll aware of the dan"rers of Serdb chauvvinism in the
Communist ¥arty of Croatia. he wenh out ol his way after the war to please
Lhe Serk wing in thk. Croatian Party. In relation to the size of their
raspective populaticis, he appointed a far greater proportion of Sexrbs
than Croats in the hghest positioss of the Croatian administration and
the Communiazt Party.

Neverthwelensz. Zigle and his assoclates riamained unsatisfiecd, and deliberately
pursvec a policy eosleulated to stir up batred between the Croats and Sert
vibnority in Croatii. They claimed that the Communist Party of Croatia did
not respect the rights of the Serb minmoritly in Croatia and discrimimated
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aconomically and politiecally against them. Because Zigic and lLis
=ss0ciales obtained [ittle support for their policy from the Serb members
of the Croziian Commmnist Farty and the Croatian mass organizations, and
56111 less from the strongly pro~-Tito Serb Orthodox Church lead Ly the
Patriarch Vikentije Prodanov, they turned to the Serb peasant minority in
Oroatia, '

19, Vrom time to time fhey visited the districts which they represented in
varliament, Serb d.stricts which included Titova Korenica, Udbina, .
Podravska Slatina, Slavonska Pozega, et cetera, and openly sympathiz:d
with the neasants' complaints against the forced sale of crops to the
covermeant.  In p blic speeches which they made in these districts
ey ecadenned th: forced sale of crops in the Serb districts of Creavia
an the grounds that during the war these districts had been devasted by
= Ustashas and had not been rehatilitated since the war in the sane
maasure as the virely Croat areas of Croatia, They claimed that the in-

abitants of the Serb districts of Croatia should be exempt from .
voluntary labo- and from the ovperation of the lawa affecting mobilization
and direction o»f labor because these districts had suffered so much during
“he war betn i the way of property and mzopower. So far as the kolhoz or
state cooperziive farms were concerned, they pressed for becter terms for
the peasantz: instead of the peasant being allowed to retain his house;
nalf a hecta 2 of land and livestock sufficient to meet the immediate
aeeds of his fawily and not exceading one cow, Tive shesp, “wo pigs, et
~otera. they demanded that the peasant be allowed to retain, as hig own
+nalienable yioperty, one house, five hectares of land, five cows,

bhirty sheep. and as many pigs as he wanted,

20.  The extent of Brkis's pro-Serb chauvinistiz feelings may be judged by ¢t he
Following ineident which took place in June 1950, Brkiz, in his capacity
48 director 113 supervisor aof the construction of armament factories in
Croatia, visited the new armament factory under construstion at Samobor/
Jregana, and awong other things asked the colonel in charge of construction
why he was oui fing so wmany wooden huts for "those Croat swine", as hne
described the roat woriers, and suggested that they should sleep in the
#oods. This riwark made by a nrominent member of the Ceniral Commi ttee
«=f the Creatiar Communist Party wade a deeo impressicn.

lionelusion

+ #1. OCnee Zigic and s associates had been expelled from the Farty, the
Central Comuittce of the Communist Party of Croatia did not find it very
difficult to tak: advantage of the widespread anti-Cominform feeling in
the country in oder to interpret their actions as part of = widespread
inssian/Comiafors plot to destroy Yugoslavia's economle, polifical and
sational uniiy. ligie and Brkie were blamed for the slow development and
poor resulba of ¢ satia's economy and, taking advantage of the deep natresd
that exists betwe.: the independent. peasants and the urban and industrisl
proletariat, Zigic's defense of the Serb peasant was interprated mot only
@5 a defense of a ;reedy capitalist class that exploited the proletariat
tiy selling agricul ural produce at exorbitant prices, but alsoc as an
sitempt Lo loster erb chauvinism and destroy natiomal unity. In shord,
sigie and his asso:dates were branded ag Cominformists, and because ths
Gommmnist Party of Croatia published ample details of the affair and
ratisfied popular surinosity, the publlic, which is overwhelmingly anti-
Cominform., soom l.st interes® in thenm,

22. Though the genev.l public may have lost inverest in Zigic and his
accomplices. it loes not necessarily follow that the Pariy has done so.
Two quesiions i evitably arises:

so  Why did th. Communis® Party of Croatia pexrmit Zigle and Brkic to
retain the.r key positions in the Party and in the Republic's
‘economy, .{ it knew all along that they ware Ceminformists?

B 1f vhe Comunist Party of Creatia really believes that Zigic and
Bri ¢:¢ Comnform agents, ia 1t seriously worried abcut the
possibil ty of thers beimg other Cominform agents in key positions,
and wnat steps does it propose to take Ho liquidate them?

23, The asswer tc the Tivst an ‘ :re 1z absolutely no documentary
‘ORNEINERNIAT
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or concrete evidence that Zigic and his associates weie ever conscious
Cominform agents. Bakarie, who knows Zigic well, is convinced that,
although Zigic was definitely pursuing a policy calculated to favor

the Cominferm, he dld so cut of motives of Serb nationalism, a
nationalism which blinded him to the Party line and which inevitably

led him tc regard the USSR as Serbia's traditiomal ally, regardiess of
the fact that she was also the head of the Cominform. The reasons,
therefore, why Bakaric allowed Zlgic, Brkic and Canice-Opacic to retain
their key positions in the Party are because he considered them
deviationists, not Cominformists, who had "misunderstoed" the FParty line,
but wite would sooner or later see reason and return to it; because he
wished to avoid siving the impression tha% the Communist Party of Croatia
was discriminating against the Serb elements in the Party, and becauss
ke desired, if possible, to avoid a public scandal which would reveal
internmal disunity in the Party and would only provide the Cominform

with additional propaganda amauniiion. Bakaric decided tc expel them
when he reslized that they were not prepared to modify their chauvinist
views, and that, in pursuance of these views, they had reached a point
when they might risk seeking contact with the USSR and the Cominform.

2L, The answer to the second question is that the Central Committee of the
Communist Farty of Croatia does not believe Zigic and his associates
were Cominformist agents in touch with the Cominform, nor is it
particularly worried about the possibility of there being other Cominform
" agents in key positions. The Central Committee had been aware of Zigic's
views since its celebrated meeting in 19L1 under Hebrang's presidency.
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